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Hofstede (1996) studied boyfriend and husband preferences of women in eight Asian cities. In the 
more masculine cultures, boyfriends should have more personality and more affection, intelligence, 
and sense of humor. Husbands should be more healthy, wealthy, and understanding. In the more 
feminine cultures, there was little or no difference between the preferred characteristics of boyfriends 
and husbands. Hofstede concludes, then, that in masculine countries, love and family life may be seen 
as separated, whereas in feminine countries, they are the same.

In Western countries, marriage as an institution has waned (see Figure 9.5). More than a quar-
ter of all children born in the United States, a third of those in France, and half of those in Sweden 
and Denmark are born outside marriage. With economic reforms and increasing Western influence, 
divorce rates in China have soared, particularly in urban areas. In 2003, the divorce process was sim-
plified in China from a months-long ordeal to a 15-minute civil affair. Research by the Population 
Council found that between the early 1970s and mid-1980s, the number of single-parent households 
rose worldwide. In the United States, the figure rose from 13% to nearly 24%. In the United States, 

Figure 9.5  Divorce Rates by Country in 2000
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2010, Table 1335).

Note: Per 1,000 population aged 15 to 64.


